
 

 

OFFICAL BALLOT 

GENERAL SALES TAX ELECTION 

COUNTY OF RANDOLPH, MISSOURI 

TUESDAY, APRIL 8, 2014 

 

PROPOSITION COUNTY FACILITIES CONSOLIDATION    

SHALL THE COUNTY OF RANDOLPH IMPOSE A COUNTY WIDE SALES TAX IN THE 
AMOUNT OF ONE-QUARTER OF ONE PERCENT ($0.0025) TO PROVIDE FUNDS TO 
CONSTRUCT A NEW COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING ADJACENT TO THE EXISTING 
JUSTICE CENTER LOCATION IN HUNTSVILLE TO CONSOLIDATE COUNTY OPERATIONS 
AND TO PAY FOR RENOVATIONS AND IMPROVEMENTS TO THE EXISTING JUSTICE 
CENTER BUILDING.  IF APPROVED, THIS SALES TAX WILL EXPIRE ON SEPTEMBER 30, 2027 
OR WHENEVER THE FINAL PAYMENT OCCURS ON THE FINANCING, WHICHEVER OCCURS 
FIRST. 



 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Q. What is the proposal?   A. To consolidate county operations from 4 locations to one location by 
constructing a new administration building in Huntsville at the current Justice Center site and make 
renovations to the Justice Center to accommodate a second courtroom.   

Q. Why does Randolph County need a new building? A. The two courthouses the county uses now 
continue to deteriorate. They need major HVAC improvements.  The boilers heating each building most 
likely will not pass the next inspection and will need to be replaced. Roofs, windows and plumbing need 
replacement in both buildings. Neither building is fully ADA compliant. Each building needs exterior 
work, more urgently at the Huntsville courthouse.  Mold is apparent in the basement of the Moberly 
Courthouse. It does not meet current courthouse safety standards. Neither building has adequate storage 
space. Neither building is large enough for current needs or future growth.  Security is an issue at each 
building.  Also, it just doesn’t make good business sense to operate out of four buildings in two different 
cities.  Consolidation would improve efficiency and make better use of county personnel and our tax 
dollars.  Additionally, the Circuit Judge has ordered that some criminal trials will no longer be held in the 
Moberly Courthouse due to lack of adequate secure space to safely separate jurors, defendants and 
witnesses.  The current situation has resulted in several mistrials, additional costs to the county and a 
backup in scheduling court at the Justice Center  



Q. What would it cost to repair the buildings we have? A. Estimates to make the minimum needed 
repairs to the Huntsville and Moberly Courthouse are $715,000.  Again, this is just for minimum repairs 
and would merely be kicking the can down the road.  Should we remain in these buildings, major 
renovations would be needed and those costs are estimated today to be $155 per square foot versus $147 
per square foot for the proposed new construction. 

Q.  Why should the new building be in Huntsville? A.  First of all, Huntsville is the county seat.  State 
statute requires that the offices of the Collector, Recorder and Treasurer remain in the county seat.    More 
importantly, building an administration building at the Justice Center site will lower operational costs and 
greatly improve security for the public and county personnel.  Business between county offices and court 
operations can occur without travel from building to building or city to city.  Consolidating operations 
will result in more efficient government and make better use of our tax dollars. 

Q.  Doesn’t Moberly have to have a county courtroom?  A.  No.  That notion is based on an old statute 
that referred to the County Commission as the “Court”.  That statute is no longer in effect. 

Q.  Why can’t the county use the old Commerce Bank building?  A. The building has about half the 
space needed to house offices from the Moberly Courthouse and the Randolph County Courthouse.  There 
are obvious problems with parking, security and storage.  We believe consolidating County operations to 
one location in the county seat is the most efficient and cost effective plan. 

Q. Can the soil next to the existing Justice Center support the proposed building?  A. A geotechnical 
engineering firm core drilled the site and determined that the proposed building could be accommodated 
at the location indicated. A layer of bed rock with coal below was confirmed at the proposed site. 

Q. How much will the project cost?  A. The estimated cost of the proposed building is approximately 
$4.7 million.  Renovations and improvements to the existing Justice Center are included in this cost.  
While interest rates and construction costs are at near all time lows, they are rising daily.  We propose this 
consolidation project now to take advantage of these lower costs.   

Q. How will it be paid for? A.  There will be a proposal on the April 8th ballot asking voters to approve a 
¼ cent sales tax which would permanently expire in 12 years or when repayment of the financing occurs, 
whichever comes first.   

Q.  What will this tax cost me?  A. This cost will be 25 cents for every $100.00 spent on taxable items.  
For example, if a refrigerator is purchased for $1000.00 the proposed sales tax would add an additional 
$2.50.  

Q. What amount of this ¼ Cent sales tax is expected to be paid by visitors to Randolph County?    
A. University of Extension Service in Columbia estimates that 53.3% of the sales taxes paid in Randolph 
County are by non-resident visitors to our communities.  

Q.  What will happen to the existing buildings?  A. There are no definite plans at this point.  If the 
proposed tax does not pass, we will have to continue using the buildings.  If the proposed tax does pass, 
we will have 2 years to develop comprehensive plans for both locations.  The county has spoken to the 
City of Huntsville about possibilities for the Huntsville Courthouse and grounds.  The county and City of 
Moberly are joint owners of the Moberly Courthouse through a quit claim deed which states that 



ownership of that building reverts to the city should the building no longer be used as a courthouse by the 
county.  Again, there will be time to work together for solutions that will be right for everyone. 

Q. If the sales tax passes, when would the new building be finished?  A.  If funding for the 
consolidation is approved, the new administrative building could be open for business in 2016. 

 

                                                          #### 


